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S y n o p s is   
 
In this morality tale, two best friends (Samy and 
Simuchezo) from a traditional village dream of 
life in Kigali, the capital city of Rwanda.  
 
Samy falls in love unexpectedly with Sabrina – a 
rich widow. Their love affair might claim his 
friendship with Simuchezo in Gilbert Ndahayo’s 
debut short film. 
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S C A R S   O  F    M Y   D  A  Y  S  
a film by gilbert ndahayo 
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R e q u e s t   
The 1994 genocide in Rwanda 
brutally claimed the lives of more 
one million people over the course 
of 100 days. Many children lost 
their parents, their homes were 
destroyed; and the dreams wasted. 
 
A 2002 UNICEF study estimated 
7,000 street children live in 
Rwanda; 3,000 in the capital city. 
 
These children live on food from 
garbage cans and the occasional 
generosity of passersby, and are 
often malnourished, sick, and 
abused.  
  
 
 
 

C h a lle n g e   
Most of films made by European 
and American filmmakers about 
the phenomenon of street children 
in Rwanda - also known as 
“Mayibobo”, chronicle the 
children’s life stories, and more or 
less present their sadness and 
pain.  
 
In those films, the “mayibobo” 
pose as villain, and determinants 
of a social disease. There is no 
doubt that these stories are 
heartbreaking and uplifting. 
 
The principle of right to life is not 
compatible with the conditions in 
which street children live. 
Tomorrow’s security will depend 
on the type of solution found for 
this problem. It is expected that 
75% of Africans will live in cities by 
the end of the decade. 
 
 
 
 
 

Samy (Omar M. Sibomana) and Simuchezo (Richmond 
Runanira) upon their arrival in the Kigali City. 
   SCARS OF MY DAYS  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

S o lu tio n   
 
Scars of My Days traces the guileless pair of villagers (Samy and Simuchezo), dwelling on 
their first experience in the capital city of Rwanda.  
 
The film looks forward. The two villagers are seduced in Kigali city - the Sinful City, and 
drawn into the tempting arms of lust and greed. Simuchezo is robbed by the city gang led 
by Chef (the film director) who adopts him in the end.  
 
Samy is lucky to find a job as a bus attendant. Then, he meets Sabrina – a rich widow. 
Sabrina appears in the film as the femme fatale whose kiss is literally death. This fleshes 
out the moral implications on Samy’s destructive ambition.  
Slowly, transformation of our characters unfolds.  
 
Scars of My Days explores one of the most pressing contemporary problems not just of 
Rwanda, but the African continent: rural exodus and the slummification of the cities.  
 
Themes: Africa, Rwanda, AIDS, rural exodus, poverty and sexual exploitation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Some of the youth who wander the streets of Kigali City. 
   SCARS OF MY DAYS  

Samy was lucky to find a job. He is hired by Sabrina – a 
rich widow -  as her personal driver. 
   SCARS OF MY DAYS  

T e c h n ic a l  in fo rm a tio n   
 
Original title: Inkovu z’ ibihe    Length: 30 minutes 
Language: Kinyarwanda     Subtitles: English and French 
Digital High Definition, Sony HDV  
Final cut pro 
Shooting location: Kigali, Rwanda   Year of production: 11/2005 – 3/2006 
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DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY 
 

Recently completed:  
A DAY ON EARTH  
DRAMA (2011, 12 min) 
Filmed in New Jersey on 
Sony EX 1, A Day On 
Earth is a portrait about 
love and the nature of 
art world. 

In Post-production:  
WHY SARA, WHY ME 
FANTASY (short narrative) 
A non-linear film set in 
New York about a 
woman who resurrects 
to prevent her 
boyfriend from 
committing a suicide. 
Filmed in New York on 
Sony EX 1, this story 
comes from a Rwandan 
traditional poetic tale 
“Why Me, Why You”.  
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Gilbert Ndahayo is a genocide 
survivor and independent 
filmmaker based in New York. 
His debut short narrative Scars 
of My Days (2006, 30 min) 
premiered at Tribeca film 
festival in 2007 in the presence 
of an audience that included 
former US President Bill Clinton, 
Rwandan President Paul Kagame 
and Hollywood celebrities 
namely Robert DeNiro, Whoopi 
Goldberg and Everybody Loves 
Raymond’s producers Jane 
Rosenthal. 
Ndahayo directed and produced 
Behind This Convent (2008, 55 
min) and Rwanda: Beyond The 
Deadly Pit (2010, 100 min) – 
acclaimed first non-fiction films 
ever made by a survivor of the 
genocide against Tutsis in 
Rwanda. Behind This Convent 
went on to win Verona Award for 
Best African Film and Signis 
Commendation for Best 
documentary film at Zanzibar 
International Film Festival. 
 
Rwanda: Beyond The Deadly Pit 
received distribution grant from 
Paul Robeson Fund for 
Independent Media and has 
been subject of scholarly 
scrutiny in two Routledge’s 
publication: Contemporary 
French and Francophone 
studies, Volume 14, Issue 5 
2010 under the title "The 
Pertinence of Impertinent 
Storytelling in Gilbert Ndahayo's 
documentary Rwanda: Beyond 
the Deadly" and "AFI Film 

Readers Documentary 
Testimonies: Global Archives of 
suffering in the section of 
Mediating genocide: producing 
digital survivor testimony in 
Rwanda." 
In addition to filmmaking, 
Ndahayo worked for five years 
as writer and editor for 
BaobabConnections, an Afro-
Dutch online magazine on 
globalization. He studied History 
and English at Kigali Institute of 
Education in Rwanda and is 
currently pursuing masters in 
fine arts at Columbia University 
in New York City. 
 
Ndahayo is one of the pioneers 
of Hillywood cinema movement 
in his country torn by war and 
genocide. He is the owner of 
Rwanda: The Movie, an 
independent film company 
registered in New York 
dedicated, among other things, 
to providing services to 
American and European film 
producers who travel to Africa to 
make films there.  
He was the producer of the 
2010 Spanish Academic Award 
winning documentary “Flores de 
Ruanda” and contributed with 
footage from Uganda to the 
global snapshot portrait feature 
YouTube documentary produced 
by Ridley Scott “Life In A Day” 
directed by filmmaker Kevin 
MacDonald and Ridley Scott 
(Gladiator, Robin Hood).	   
Ndahayo is also writing his 
memoirs. 
 

In Development:  
UNTITLED PROJECT 
 (Narrative, Uganda) 

African women feel 
estranged from their 
husbands and the 
community that mock 
them for being infertile.  
5 years after her 
marriage, Jocelyn 
travels to the village by 
the lake Victoria to 
acquire a fertility statue 
to help her get 
pregnant.  
 
Soonest, unexpected 
changes occur. Trying 
to find balance and 
fulfillment in their sex 
life, the couple 
discovers they have to 
fight dark spirits that 
posses their home. 
 
To be filmed in Uganda. 
 

Filmography:  Scars of my Days (narrative 2006, 30 min), Behind 
This Convent (documentary, 2008, 55 min), Rwanda: Beyond The 
Deadly Pit (documentary, 2010, 100 min) 
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